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Book Reviews 
W. FULTON, Intersection Theory, Springer, 1984, 470 pp. 
A very impressive achievement, summarizing the effects of what in the sixties and seventies 
used to be the most prominent branch of mathematics. 
P. WALTERS, An Introduction to Ergodic Theory, Springer, 1982, 250 pp. 
Slowly but inevitably, the basic concepts of ergodic theory are being expanded to include 
the basic concepts of thermodynamics. Now we have pressure. Maybe the long-awaited 
axiomatization of thermodynamics is within sight. 
A. WAWRAY~~CZYK, Group Representations and Special Functions, Reidel, 1984, 687 pp. 
Welcome to the wonderful world of explicit computation. Most of the classical special 
functions can now be accounted for by harmonic analysis on groups, with a few kinks, that, 
once taken seriously, will probably lead to a generalization of the concept of a group represen- 
tation. One of these kinks is the Laguerre polynomials. They are unquestionably among the 
most elegant and natural special functions. Yet, they do not seem to properly fit the current 
Diktafs. Something is missing. 
W. B. JURKAT, Meromorphe Differentialgleichungen, Springer, 1978, 194 pp. 
Look who is coming to dinner! We thought it had been dead for f i f ty years. And now, 
thanks in part to the joint eNorts of Japan and Strasbourg, it is back in business. Let us face 
it: there are some chapters of mathematics that will never die, and this is one of them. 
L. LEWIN, Polylogarithms and Associated Functions, North-Holland, 1981, 359 pp. 
Dilogarithms would not have been given a chance thirty years ago, not even by someone 
who contributed heavily to the Salvation Army. Along came I. M. Gel’fand and connected 
them to Grassmannians, so people started to take notice. Now they are about to break into 
High Society, and the bets are on that they will be seen at the next debutantes’ ball. 
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